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March  10,  1989 


This  brochure  is  the  second  in  a  series  of  annual  planning  updates  designed  to  keep  you 
informed  as  to  the  progress  the  district  is  making  toward  implementing  the  Spokane 
Resource  Management  Plan. 

It  is  not  intended  to  be  a  comprehensive  statement  of  all  the  District's  activities  in  1 989  but 
to  provide  you  with  a  brief  summary  of  these  activities.  In  addition  to  this  progress  summary 
you  will  find  a  brief  discussion  on  the  activities  planned  for  1989. 

For  additional  information  about  any  topic  mentioned,  please  contact  the  District  Manager, 
Spokane  District  Office,  East  421 7  Main  Avenue,  Spokane,  Washington,  99202,  (509)  456- 
2570,  or  the  Area  Manager,  Wenatchee  Resource  Area,  1133  N.  Western  Avenue, 
Wenatchee,  Washington,  98801,  (509)  662-4223. 


Sincerely, 


Joseph  K.  Buesing 
District  Manager 


Spokane  District  Planning  Update 


sale  contracts  are  in  effect  and  6  competitive  sale  offer- 
ings are  planned  over  the  next  4  years. 


Introduction 

The  following  program  narratives  are  designed  to  pro- 
vide you  with  a  summary  of  the  progress  made  in  1988 
toward  implementing  the  Spokane  District  Resource 
Management  Plan.  If  you  desire  additional  information 
on  any  of  the  programs  discussed  below  please  contact 
the  District  Manager,  Spokane  District,  East  421 7  Main 
Avenue,  Spokane,  Washington  99202.  See  enclosed 
map  (page  5)  for  general  location  of  the  respective  areas. 


Plan  Monitoring, 

Maintenance  and  Interagency  Coordination 

All  resource  programs  are  coordinated  with  affected  or 
interested  federal  agencies,  state  and  local  govern- 
ments, tribal  leaders,  interest  groups  and  landowners. 
BLM  staff  routinely  review  and  comment  on  proposed 
plans,  programs  and  policies  of  other  public  agencies 
whenever  their  action  might  affect  public  land  resources. 
This  helps  us  identify  emerging  trends  or  potential  issues 
which  may  affect  our  program  effectiveness  or  implem- 
entation priorities. 

BLM  programs  and  permitted  actions  (such  as  timber 
sales,  rights-of-way  and  livestock  grazing  permits)  are 
monitored  to  determine  if  the  affects  are  the  same  as 
those  anticipated  or  if  additional  mitigating  actions  may 
be  needed.  The  results  of  both  general  program  implem- 
entation and  specific-action  monitoring  contribute  to 
maintaining  the  Spokane  Resource  Management  Plan 
and  subordinate  resource  activity  plans.  Plan  mainte- 
nance does  not  extend  the  scope  of  resource  uses  or 
restrictions  or  change  the  terms,  conditions  or  decisions 
of  the  plan.  To  date,  both  program-specific  and  Resource 
management  Plan  monitoring  has  not  identified  the  need 
for  a  major  plan  revision.  Our  1989-90  planning  effort  to 
address  changes  in  the  mineral  resource  leasing  pro- 
gram is  designed  to  clarify  program  direction  following 
new  Bureau-wide  guidance  and  is  not  the  result  of 
unacceptable  or  unanticipated  environmental  conse- 
quences. 

1988  Program  Summaries 

Forest  Management  Program 

The  District  manages  48,600  acres  of  commercial  tim- 
beriand  principally  in  Stevens  and  Ferry  Counties  (North 
Ferry,  North  Stevens,  and  Huckleberry  Management 
Areas).  Over  the  past  2  years,  the  BLM  has  held  five  (5) 
timber  sales  that  involve  849  acres  of  public  land  and  has 
precommercially  thinned  155  acres.  During  this  2  year 
period  approximately  10.4  mmbf  of  timber  were  har- 
vested. Sales  receipts  from  these  harvests  generated 
over  $468,000  for  the  general  fund.  Currently  4  timber 


Few  of  the  District's  timber  sales  involve  clear  cutting. 
Therefore,  not  much  reforestation  by  hand  planting  is 
needed,  because  enough  trees  are  left  to  provide  seed 
for  natural  reforestation.  During  1988,  the  District  re- 
planted 50  acres  that  were  clear-cut. 

Land  and  Realty  Program 

Since  October  of  last  year,  the  District  realty  specialists 
resolved  24  agricultural  trespass  cases,  authorized  6 
permits  for  short-term  agricultural  use,  and  issued  14 
rights-of-way  (R/W)  for  highways,  powerlines  and  com- 
munication lines,  and  2  amendments  to  existing  R/W. 


Recreation  Program 

Recreation  use  of  the  public  lands  continues  to  increase 
in  both  diversity  and  numbers  of  visitors. 

The  Spokane  District  manages  five  semi-developed  rec- 
reation sites  in  Washington,  along  with  several  areas 
popular  for  dispersed  recreational  activities.  These  ar- 
eas include  the  recreation  sites  along  the  Yakima  River 
in  Kittitas  County  and  at  Chopaka  and  Palmer  Lakes  in 
the  Similkameen  Management  Area.  The  dispersed 
recreational  areas  include  the  Juniper  Forest  and  Saddle 
Mountains  Management  Areas.  Many  scattered  parcels 
are  used  for  recreational  pursuits  such  as  camping, 
hunting,  fishing  and  off  road  vehicle  riding. 

In  January  a  Recreation  Management  Plan  was  finalized 
for  the  recreation  site  along  the  Yakima  River.  Actions 
recommended  included  stationing  of  a  recreation  ranger 
in  the  canyon  full-time  during  the  summer  months.  Addi- 
tional law  enforcement  personnel  are  called  in  during 
traditional  high  use  periods  throughout  the  summer  such 
as  the  July  4th  weekend.  As  funding  permits,  BLM  will  be 
implementing  other  actions  recommended  by  the  Plan. 
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Wilderness  Program 

In  1988,  the  District's  Wilderness  Program,  focused  on 
implementing  the  Juniper  Dunes  Wilderness  Manage- 
ment Plan.  In  the  Juniper  Dunes  Wilderness,  we  have 
begun  removing  the  interior  fences  with  the  voluntary 
assistance  of  the  Rattlesnake  Ridge  Riders  Chapter  of 
the  Back  Country  Horsemen  of  Washington.  A  total  of  3 
miles  of  fence  where  taken  down  and  removed  from  the 
Wilderness. This  involved  as  many  as  20  volunteers 
using  horse  drawn  wagons  on  three  separate  occasions. 
More  work  remains  to  be  done  and  it  will  most  likely  be  a 
few  more  years  before  the  job  is  completed.  However, 
through  their  cooperation  and  assistance,  we  have  truly 
demonstrated  that  the  minimum  tool  concept  can  be  im- 
plemented both  reasonably  and  practically. 

Chopaka  Mountain  WSA  is  still  being  managed  accord- 
ing to  the  BLM's  Interim  Management  Policy.  Monitoring 
visitor  use  of  the  WSA  is  being  done  in  accordance  to  this 
Policy. 


Mineral  Resouces  Program 

The  Spokane  District  contains  numerous  areas  of  land 
that  have  high  potential  for  locatable  minerals.  There  are 
over  13,000  mining  claims  located  on  Federal  lands 
throughout  the  state  of  Washington,  with  about  4,000  of 
these  claims  on  lands  managed  directly  by  the  BLM.  The 
predominant  locatable  minerals  of  interest  are  gold, 
silver,  lead,  zinc,  copper,  barite,  and  silica.  The  areas  of 
greatest  activity  are  Stevens,  Ferry  and  Okanogan 
Counties.  These  areas  are  followed  in  activity  by  Douglas, 
Grant,  Chelan,  and  Kittitas  Counties  -  particularly  in  the 
Wenatchee  vicinity. 

There  is  a  relatively  high  degree  of  interest  in  Oil  and  Gas 
leasing  in  eastern  Washington.  There  are  518  leases  in- 
volving over  709,000  acres  of  federal  mineral  estate.  The 
areas  of  highest  interest  to  date,  involve  the  federal 
mineral  estate  in  Franklin,  Grant,  Benton,  Kittitas,  and 
Yakima  Counties. 


The  Centralia  Coal  Mine  is  the  largest  leasable  mining 
operation  on  federal  lands  in  the  State  of  Washington. 
The  two  leases  administered  by  the  District  include  521 
acres.  Annually,  the  entire  mine  produces  about  five 
million  tons  of  clean  coal  and  contributes  approximately 
$400,000  in  royalties  from  the  leases.  During  1988,  the 
operator  began  construction  of  a  large  out-of-pit  spoil 
area  which  will  result  in  a  modification  of  the  Mine  Plan 
and  accelerate  federal  coal  production. 

The  district  continues  to  carry  out  trust  responsibility 
throughout  the  State  for  Indian  mineral  development, 
operations,  and  reclamation.  This  work  involves  provid- 
ing technical  expertise  and  advice  to  27  Indian  Reserva- 
tions involving  2.5  million  acres  of  tribal  land.  Typical 
projects  include  gold,  silver,  uranium,  quarry  rock,  and 
sand  and  gravel  operations. 

Free  Roaming  Wild  Horse  &  Burro  Adoption  Program 

The  Spokane  District  plays  an  important  role  in  this 
program.  Excess  wild  horses  and  burros  are  rounded  up 
in  other  states  and  brought  to  various  sites  in  Washington 
for  adoption  by  private  individuals.  Four  to  eight  adop- 
tions are  held  throughout  the  state  each  year. 

In  1 988,  adoptions  were  conducted  in  Ellensburg ,  Omak, 
Puyallup  and  Spokane. 

The  program  has  been  promoted  through  the  news 
media,  at  county  and  state  fairs  and  at  various  equestrian 
events  such  as  "Equistar"  which  was  held  at  the  King- 
dome  in  Seattle  last  spring.  Under  the  authority  of  the 
Wild  Free  Roaming  Horse  and  Burro  Act  of  1971,  the 
govermemt  retains  title  to  the  animal  for  the  first  year  to 
ensure  humane  treatment.  More  than  2,600  animals 
have  been  adopted  in  Washington.  Of  these,  slightly  over 
half  have  been  titled  over  to  the  adopters. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Habitat  Program 

The  Spokane  District  contains  a  high  diversity  of  wildlife 
habitats  including  desert,  forests,  lakes,  streams,  and 
alpine  meadows.  Some  of  the  important  species  on 
these  lands  include  mule  and  white  tail  deer,  elk,  bighorn 
sheep,  mountain  goat,  seven  species  of  upland  game 
birds,  fish,  and  hundreds  of  non  game  birds,  mammals, 
reptiles  and  amphibians.  Many  habitats  such  as  sage- 
brush-dominated or  riparian  plant  communities  fall  into 
crucial  habitat  categories  for  a  number  of  species. 

Each  management  area  has  either  undergone  or  will 
undergo  a  habitat  inventory  and  analysis  to  determine 
habitat  enhancement  and  protection  measures  needed 
to  maintain  or  improve  quality  habitat.  Some  of  the  more 
recent  inventory  work  includes:  Riparian  habitats  along 
ten  miles  of  stream  which  flow  through  fifteen  different 
parcels.  All  of  these  areas  were  inventoried  and  evalu- 
ated. As  a  result  of  this  evaluation,  2  projects  were 
identified  for  next  year.  These  projects  include:  the  con- 
struction of  fences  to  exclude  livestock;  planting  of  trees, 
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grasses,  and  shrubs;  and  construction  of  erosion  control 
structures.  Four  similar  projects  were  recently  completed 
in  Lincoln  County. 

Eight  hundred  acres  of  big  horn  sheep  range  were  inven- 
toried and  evaluated  and  a  Habitat  Management  Plan 
was  completed.  Four  hundred  (400)  acres  of  "old  growth" 
forest  habitat  was  evaluated  in  an  attempt  to  determine 
the  significance  that  these  areas  provide  to  special 
wildlife  species.  As  called  for  in  the  Juniper  Forest 
Habitat  Management  Plan,  six  artificial  nest  structures 
for  hawks  were  installed  within  the  Juniper  Forest  Man- 
agement Area.  Fourteen  nest  boxes  (10  for  bluebirds 
and  4  for  kestrels)  were  installed  in  the  Jameson  Lake 
Management  area.  A  number  of  locations  were  moni- 
tored for  raptor  nesting  success. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Washington  Department  of  Wild- 
life, habitat  evaluations  for  release  of  bighorn  sheep  and 
a  peregrine  falcon  reintroduction  were  made.  A  fish 
habitat  evaluation  for  endangered  plants  was  conducted. 
A  Habitat  Management  Plan  for  the  Brewster  Bald  Eagle 
Roost  ACEC  was  completed  and  is  in  the  process  of 
implementation.  We  are  cooperating  with  the  Washing- 
ton State  Department  of  Wildlife  in  the  development  of  an 
umbrella  Sikes  Act  Habitat  Management  Plan  for  the 
entire  District. 

Fire  Mangement  Program 

The  Spokane  District  fire  program  includes  all  aspects  of 
fire  management,  including  presuppression,  prevention, 
suppression,  rehabilitation,  and  prescribed  fire.  The  district 
is  responsible  for  fire  activities  on  300,000  acres  of  public 
lands  within  Washington. 

The  1988,  fire  season  was  above  average  for  the  State 
of  Washington,  however  it  was  slightly  below  average 
where  BLM  administered  land  was  concerned.  In  all 
there  were  a  total  of  12  fires  involving  BLM  land  in  the 
state.  These  fires  affected  over  65,000  acres,  of  which 
4,355  were  managed  by  BLM. 

The  BLM  lands  are  widely  interspersed  with  other  agency 
and  private  lands.  As  a  result,  the  district  relies  on  various 
cooperators  for  many  suppression  actions.  Currently, 
the  district  has  formal  agreements  with  six  national 
forests  and  Washington  State  Department  of  Natural 
Resources.  Over  110  county  fire  protection  districts  have 
BLM  lands  within  their  boundaries,  as  a  result,  they 
suppress  most  of  the  district's  engine  and  crew,  providing 
faster  initial  attack  response  to  several  key  management 
units.  The  district  is  currently  working  to  computerize  the 
public  land  statistics  to  make  FPD  identification,  fire 
history  information,  and  cooperation  easier. 

The  Remote  Automated  Weather  Station  installed  last 
year  by  BLM  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Juniper  Dunes  Wilder- 
ness Area  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  National  Weather 
Service  office  in  Wenatchee,  continues  to  provide  cur- 
rent fire  weather  information  for  this  area.  In  transmitting 


weather  data  to  a  storage  system,  this  unit  is  aiding  other 
resource  programs,  such  as  range  and  recreation,  to 
understand  rainfall  and  temperature  patterns  for  this 
area. 

Hazardous  Materials  Program 

The  Spokane  District  has  recently  completed  an  ex- 
panded site  investigation  (ESI)  at  the  site  of  an  old  landfill 
that  was  authorized  under  a  Recreation  and  Public 
Purpose  lease  to  the  city  of  Oroville. 

The  ESI  sought  to  determine  the  extent  of  off  site  migra- 
tion and  ground  water  contamination  of  potentially  haz- 
ardous materials. 

Noxious  Weed  Control  Program 

During  1988,  BLM  completed  one  biological  and  six  me- 
chanical noxious  weed  control  projects.  These  projects 
were  within  the  North  Stevens,  North  Ferry,  Saddle 
Mountain,  Douglas  Creek  and  Scattered  Tracts  Manage- 
ment Areas.  Preliminary  data  were  gathered  for  the 
preparation  of  a  district-wide  environmental  assessment 
concerning  an  intergated  noxious  weed  control  project. 


Grazing  Management  Program 

In  the  Spokane  District  Resource  Management  Plan,  the 
grazing  leases  were  grouped  into  three  management  pri- 
orities: Improved  (I),  Maintain  (M),  and  Custodial  (C). 
High  potential  for  improved  management  was  identified 
for  the  16  I  category  allotments.  These  grazing  allot- 
ments receive  the  highest  priority  for  monitoring  and 
intensive  management.  Twenty-four  (24)  M  category 
allotments  receive  second  priority  to  insure  that  manage- 
ment remains  satisfactory.  Annually,  60  grazing  leases 
are  monitored.  This  involves  collection  of  forage  utiliza- 
tion, actual  livestock  use,  and  climatic  data  on  high 
priority  Improve  (I)  and  Maintain  (M)  category  leases.  In 
addition,  trends  in  range  condition  are  monitored  at  least 
once  every  five  years.  These  data  help  identify  whether 
management  objectives  are  being  met  and  are  used  to 
make  needed  change  in  management  to  achieve  objec- 
tives. Trends  in  range  condition  are  monitored  at  least 
once  every  10  years  on  the  remaining  31 5  Custodial  (C) 
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category  allotments  to  determine  if  there  is  a  need  for 
more  intensive  management. 

Over  the  last  three  years,  monitoring  data  have  been  col- 
lected for  all  I  allotments  and  two  years  for  M  allotments. 
The  District  has  constructed  spring  developments,  pipe- 
lines, cattle  guards  and  fences  pursuant  to  the  final  RMP 
and  Allotment  Management  Plans  (AMPs).  The  District 
has  nine  AMP's  in  effect.  An  AMP  is  a  specific  manage- 
ment plan  for  a  grazing  lease  designed  to  achieve  the 
broad  objectives  of  the  RMP. 

Cultural  Resources  Program 

Approximately  1115  acres  of  land  were  surveyed  for  ar- 
chaeological resources  in  1988.  1060  acres  were  sur- 
veyed by  the  district  archaeologist  and  55  acres  were 
surveyed  by  the  contracted  archaeologists.  Nine  houses, 
cabins  or  historic  dressed-rock  shelters  were  located, 
archivally  photographed  and  described.  This  information 
is  on  file  in  the  Spokane  BLM  office  and  is  also  available 
with  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  in  Olympia. 
None  of  the  historical  features  will  be  detrimentally  im- 
pacted by  any  of  the  projects  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
BLM. 

Native  American  cultural  resource  consultants  were  con- 
tacted on  two  projects  that  were  located  in  areas  that  may 
have  had  tradrtional-use  concerns.  Their  advice  was  in- 
corporated into  both  of  the  projects  plans  and  implemen- 
tations. 

A  computerized  inventory  system  was  developed  and 
partially  implemented,  this  program  will  track  all  com- 
pleted archaeological  survey  projects  and  will  facilitate 
post-project  monitoring  of  any  culturally  important  fea- 
tures located  during  the  surveys.  The  inventory  system 
will  be  completed  in  1989. 

Threatendod,  Endangered  or  Sensitive  Species  Program 

Progress  was  made  in  the  inventory  for  Lomatium  tu- 
berosum and  Tauschia  hooveri,  (two  federal  candidate 
species).  These  species  were  chosen  because  of  their 
occurrence  on  lands  potentially  important  to  the  oil  and 
gas  leasing  areas  in  the  Columbia  Basin.  Seasonal 
botanists  concentrated  on  XheTauschia  (one  of  those 
very  inconspicuous,  scabland  plants  with  a  short  identi- 
fication period)  and  on  the  Lomatium  (which  are  located 
on  steep  basalt  talus  slopes).  A  few  populations  of  each 
were  located.  More  survey  work  is  planned  for  the 
upcoming  season. 

Other  new  inventory  for  federal  candidate  plant  species 
include  Polemonium pectinatumtound  in  eastern  Wash- 
inton  and  Rorippa  columbiae  located  on  a  BLM  island  in 
the  Columbia  River. 

Several  project  clearances  for  timber  sale  proposals, 
riparian  and  range  development  projects  and  plans  of 
operations  for  mineral  activities  were  also  conducted. 


Basalt  Daley  (Erigeron  bmsmlticus) 


1989  Projects  and  Program  Efforts 

Mineral  Resources  Program 

The  District  is  in  the  process  of  preparing  a  Resource 
Management  Plan  Amendment  to  address  changes  in 
BLM  regulations  concerning  the  fluid  minerals  program. 
The  tentative  schedule  is  for  publication  of  the  Draft  Plan 
by  December  of  this  year  and  Final  during  the  spring  of 
1990.  This  RMP  Amendment  will  address  in  all  total  1 .15 
million  acres  of  federal  mineral  estate  where  the  BLM  has 
oil  and  gas  and/or  other  mineral  leasing  authority. 

Grazing  Management  Program 

Over  the  next  year,  the  District  will  continue  to  monitor 
actual  livestock  use,  forage  utilization,  and  climate  on  all 
Improve  and  Maintain  category  allotments,  Allotment 
Management  Plans  (AMPs)  and  Coordinated  Resource 
Management  Plans  (CRMPs)  will  be  developed  for  the 
Improve  category  allotments.  Range  improvements  such 
as  fences,  springs,  pipelines,  and  seedings,  will  be 
installed  to  implement  AMPs  and  CRMPs  on  the  Improve 
category  allotments. 

Wild  Horse  and  Burro  Program 

In  1 989  four  more  wild  horse  and  burro  adoptions  are  ten- 
tatively scheduled.  One  each  in  Puyallup  in  May, 
Ellensburg  in  June,  Yakima  in  July  and  Longview  in 
August. 

Forestry  Program 

Comments  will  be  solicited  on  three  timber  sale  propos- 
als this  year.  Two  of  these  proposals  are  located  in 
Stevens  County,  and  one  is  located  in  Pend  Oreille 
County.  One  forest  development  proposal  (i.e.  precom- 
mercial  thinning)  will  be  proposed. 
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Hazardous  Materials  Program 


Noxious  Weeds 


Four  sanitary  land  fills  that  are  under  R&PP  lease  will  be 
evaluated  this  year  to  determine  if  any  hazardous  mate- 
rials are  present.  One  is  located  in  Chelan  County  and 
the  other  three  are  located  in  Benton  County. 

Fire  Management 

This  year,  the  District  is  undertaking  rehabilitation  meas- 
ures on  the  public  lands  that  were  burned  in  Benton, 
Chelan,  and  Lincoln  Counties.  The  main  emphasis  is  to 
prevent  wind  and  water  erosion,  and  to  inhibit  the  estab- 
lishment of  noxious  weeds. 

Burning  is  being  planned  forthe  Douglas  Creek  Manage- 
ment Area,  where  reduction  of  grazing  in  riparian  areas 
resulted  in  fuels  buildup  and  increased  fire  risk. 


Treatment  of  infested  areas  would  be  coordinated  with 
the  local  weed  control  boards.  The  first  priority  would  be 
the  areas  affected  by  the  Tri-County  (Okanogan,  Ste- 
vens &  Ferry  Counties)  Spray  Program.  An  Individual 
plan  for  Okanogan  County  has  been  established.  The 
first  priority  are  the  public  lands  needing  treatment  in  the 
north  end  of  the  county,  concentrating  mainly  along  the 
Similkameen  River  from  the  city  of  Oroville  to  below 
Nighthawk,  Washington.  The  Okanogan  County  Weed 
Control  Board  would  also  like  to  see  the  BLM  participate 
with  spraying  in  the  Chopaka  Lake  area,  as  the  Washing- 
ton State  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  the  local 
Flyfisherman  Club  have  sprayed  their  land  adjacent  to 
BLM. 


BLM  Management  Areas 


1.  Similkameen 

2.  Conconufly 

3.  Jameson  Lake 

4.  Douglas  Creek 

5.  Saddle  Mountains 

6.  Rattlesnake  Hills 


Legend 


7.  Badger  Slope 

8.  Rock  Creek 

9.  North  Ferry 

10.  North  Stevens 

11.  Huckleberry  Mountains 

12.  Juniper  Forest 


(5) 


BLM  LIBRARY 
SC-324A,  BLDG.  50 
DENVER  FEDERAL  CENTER 
P.O.  BOX  25047 
DENVER.  CO  80225-0047 
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